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Cryptic Masonry is one of the branches of Freemasonry, often considered a 
continuation of the third degree of Craft Masonry. It serves as a bridge that connects the 
foundational teachings of Freemasonry with the more esoteric and mystical dimensions 
of Masonic philosophy. Among its numerous rich symbols and teachings, the concept 
of the “Nine Arches” holds a particularly significant place. This article will delve into the 
history, symbolism, and teachings associated with the Nine Arches of Cryptic Masonry 
from around the world. 

 

 The Origins of Cryptic Masonry 

In the early development of Freemasonry, particularly during the time of the speculative 
transition in the 17th century, various groups and organizations emerged, leading to the 
adoption of various degrees and structures. Cryptic Masonry developed as a cohesive 
system, emphasizing deeper spiritual leadership and personal transformation, often 
symbolized through sacred architecture, like the concept of the Nine Arches. 

 Symbolism of the Nine Arches 

The Nine Arches can be interpreted through multiple lenses including historical, 
geometrical, and metaphorical perspectives. Each arch represents fundamental 
aspects of the Masonic journey and the philosophical construct of learning and 
enlightenment within the masonic framework. 

1. Historical Perspective 

Historically, the nine arches can be viewed as an homage to both Biblical references 
and ancient architectural wonders. Certain historical interpretations suggest that the 
Nine Arches symbolize the nine orders of angels or the nine means of divine 
communication, bridging temporal and spiritual planes. In this light, each arch serves to 
signify a vital connection to the divine and the quest for understanding its mysteries. 

2. Geometrical and Architectural Significance 

From an architectural viewpoint, arches signify strength. Architectural wisdom informs 
us that arches can bear great weight without collapsing because of their curved shape. 
In Cryptic Masonry, the idea of multiple arches might represent the interconnection of 
various degrees and teachings that support each Mason’s spiritual journey. This 
interrelationship hints at unity and harmony within the human journey toward self-
realization. 



3. Metaphorical Interpretation 

Metaphorically, each arch can be perceived as emblematic of different facets of human 
experience within the Masonic context. Each arch could stand for certain virtues or 
principles that are vital for a Mason’s growth—such as wisdom, courage, justice, and 
mercy. Here is a breakdown of how the Nine Arches may correspond to various Masonic 
teachings or virtues: 

- First Arch: Beauty 

      -Second Arch: Wisdom 

       -Third Arch: Power 

- Fourth Arch: Eternity 

- Fifth Arch: Infinity  
- Sixth Arch:  All Knowledge  
- Seventh Arch: Justice  
- Eighth Arch: Mercy 

- Ninth Arch: Perfection   
 

 The Rituals and Degrees within Cryptic Masonry 

Cryptic Masonry is primarily established through three degrees: Royal Master, Select 
Master, and Super Excellent Master. Each of these degrees carries with it rich symbols 
and teachings that interrelate with the significance of the Nine Arches.  

1. Royal Master Degree 

The Royal Master degree emphasizes continuity and completion, paralleling the first 
arch in its focus on truth and fidelity. It incorporates themes of resurrection and the 
continued search for wisdom. 

2. Select Master Degree 

The Select Master degree delves deeper into the themes introduced in the Royal Master 
degree, expanding on the virtues of integrity and service. It emphasizes the importance 
of protecting sacred knowledge and the treasures that lie within Masonic teachings. 

3. Super Excellent Master Degree 

The Super Excellent Master degree culminates the Cryptic experience, reinforcing the 
ideals of transformation and enlightenment. As the final arch, it signifies the 
culmination of a Mason’s journey through the teachings and principles of Cryptic 
Masonry. 

The Nine Arches in Practice 



In a practical sense, the Nine Arches are often invoked during Masonic meetings and 
rituals, serving as a reminder of the inner journey that each Mason is encouraged to 
undertake. The interplay of these virtues and their corresponding arches can guide 
Masons toward personal reflection and growth. During degrees and initiations, Masons 
might visualize or contemplate these arches, seeking to align their actions and 
intentions with the foundational teachings they represent. 

Symbolism of the Ninth Arch 

 The symbolism of the Nine Arches may be manifest in artwork, regalia, and design 
elements within the lodge room. These symbolic representations create a physical 
space that reverberates with the ideals and teachings of the Nine Arches, allowing 
members to engage with the deeper meanings behind Freemasonry’s rituals. 

The Spiritual Significance of the Nine Arches 

At its core, the concept of the Nine Arches transcends mere symbolism; it beckons 
toward spiritual transformation. Masons are encouraged to reflect on their progress 
through each arch, contemplating how they have embodied the associated virtues in 
their lives. This introspective practice facilitates personal growth, encouraging Masons 
to aspire toward greater heights in their moral and ethical conduct. 

Engaging with the Nine Arches thus provides members of Cryptic Masonry with a 
framework for understanding their journey not just as a series of rites, but as a profound 
odyssey between the seen and the unseen, between the mundane and the divine.  

Conclusion: The Timeless Journey of Cryptic Masonry 

The Nine Arches of Cryptic Masonry serve as a powerful metaphor for the Masonic 
journey—one that is both individual and collective, deeply rooted in tradition yet 
continually evolving. As members of this ancient fraternity seek to uncover the layers of 
meaning behind these arches, they are reminded that the pursuit of knowledge, virtue, 
and spiritual enlightenment is an ongoing quest. The beauty of the Nine Arches lies in 
their ability to inspire Masons over generations, illuminating the way toward a deeper 
understanding of themselves and the universe around them. 

In embracing the teachings inscribed within the Nine Arches, each Mason is called to 
transcend the ordinary and engage in the exploration of life’s greatest mysteries, 
ultimately finding deeper fulfillment within the intricate tapestry of Cryptic Masonry. 

 


